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ABSTRACT (onventional means of stacking two-dimensional (2D) crystals inevitably leads to imperfec-
tions. To examine the ramifications of these imperfections, rotational disorder and strain are quantified in
twisted bilayer graphene (TBG) using a combination of Raman spectroscopic and low-energy electron
diffraction imaging. The twist angle between TBG layers varies on the order of 2° within large (50—100 «m)
single-crystalline grains, resulting in changes of the emergent Raman response by over an order of magnitude.
Rotational disorder does not evolve continuously across the large grains but rather comes about by variations in
the local twist angles between differing contiguous subgrains, ~1 .«m in size, that themselves exhibit virtually
no twist angle variation (A® ~0.1°). Owing to weak out-of-plane van der Waals bonding between

azimuthally rotated graphene layers, these subgrains evolve in conjunction with the 0.3% strain variation
observed both within and between the atomic layers. Importantly, the emergent Raman response is altered, but not removed, by these extrinsic
perturbations. Interlayer interactions are therefore resilient to strain and rotational disorder, a fact that gives promise to the prospect of designer 2D solid
heterostructures created via transfer processes.
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wo-dimensional (2D) crystals are in-
creasingly available in a variety of
species,’ as are methods of stacking
these crystals to create complex hybrid
solids of virtually any combination.?~> Inter-
estingly, hybrid 2D crystals do not respond
simply as the sum of the individual atomic
layers but are differentiated by new proper-
ties that emerge from their interaction. For
instance, interlayer interaction significantly
enhances optical absorption in azimuthally
rotated bilayer graphene (ie., twisted bi-
layer graphene (TBG))® ® and changes the
electronic band structure of graphene when
placed atop hexagonal boron nitride.®~"?
These emergent responses are not limited
to graphene but are instead a general fea-
ture of stacked 2D crystals.'® Factors modify-
ing the interlayer interaction will therefore
have large implications on the properties of
solids built from atomically thin materials.
Azimuthal misalignment, or twist, acutely
affects the interlayer interaction in 2D solids
and, in particular, twisted bilayer graphene,'>'*
where it can significantly modify the material's
electrical,’® mechanical,'®"” thermal,'® and
optical®’ properties. Realized when two
graphene layers are rotated relative to
one another, TBG possesses an electronic
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dispersion distinct from either that of
mono- or bilayer graphene. Marked by a
“monolayer-like” linear dispersion near the
Dirac point combined with the appearance
of low-energy van Hove singularities (vHs),
the same features that differentiate TBG
also depend upon the angle of twist, ®."*
Specifically, because of the twist, additional
symmetry evolves in the form of a moiré
superlattice."*'9?° The moiré superlattice
imbues an extra periodicity that acts to
impart a periodic potential.’® This periodic
potential, in turn, induces the band struc-
ture changes that are the specific hallmarks
of TBG, as has been predicted extensively
via theoretical approaches'*'>1%21-27 and
observed experimentally with scanning
tunneling microscopy (STM),'®%® angle-
resolved photoemission spectroscopy
(ARPES),"® or Raman spectroscopy.?® >
Driving the distinguishing aspects of TBG,
therefore, is this periodic potential and the
twist-angle-dependent periodicity of the
moiré that effectively acts to apply it. Twist
angle variation, whether intentional or not,
will then directly impact the dispersion and
hence the properties of the material.
Layered 2D materials have a proclivity to-
ward rotational disorder. Unlike conventional

VOL.8 = NO.2 =

* Address correspondence to
tebeech@sandia.gov.

Received for review November 20, 2013
and accepted January 24, 2014.

Published online January 24, 2014
10.1021/nn405999z

©2014 American Chemical Society

ACINT AN
1655-1663 = 2014 @L%N {\j 1655

WWwWWw.acsnano.org



thin films where strong chemical bonds exist out of
the atomic plane, van der Waals (vdW) forces in 2D
crystals are insufficient to strongly lock the layers into a
particular atomic registry. The individual atomic planes
are thus capable of sliding or rotating relative to one
another without a preferred orientation.> Any one of
several effects could therefore induce rotations within
and between the layers including strain,*® the transfer
process, or the synthesis of the atomic planes them-
selves.3*3 For this reason, we examine the introduc-
tion, magnitude, and ramifications of rotational disor-
der on the emergent properties of TBG prepared via
layer transfer. Using a combination of Raman spectro-
scopic imaging and area-selective low-energy electron
diffraction (LEED) mapping, rotational disorder is shown
to (1) be comparatively small, <2°, within a nominally
“uniform” grain, (2) significantly alter, but not remove,
the resonant Raman response, and (3) evolve in a
stepwise fashion through the formation of contiguous
subgrains approximately 1 um in size having uniform
Raman intensity that themselves form in conjunction
with the large strain variations that exist both within and
between the atomic layers. Taken together, the results
indicate the resilience of the long-range interlayer
interaction generated by the moiré superlattice and
point to the promise of robust designer hybrid 2D
crystals.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Twisted bilayer graphene was fabricated by transfer-
ring a monolayer of chemical vapor deposited (CVD)
graphene grown on copper,*® hereafter referred to as
the overlayer, onto a quasi-freestanding epitaxial
monolayer of graphene grown on the (0001) face of
silicon carbide (SiC),*' denoted as the underlayer.
Further details regarding the fabrication of TBG can
be found in the Methods section. The resulting poly-
crystalline film is composed of TBG having numerous
grains of ~50—100 um each with differing twist angle.
As the epitaxial graphene has a single crystallographic
orientation, TBG grains are defined by single lobes of
the graphene islands that nucleate with variable or-
ientation during CVD synthesis.3'** The combination
of a CVD-derived overlayer and epitaxial underlayer is
particularly suited to study the effects of rotational
disorder and strain. In particular, epitaxial graphene
grows with strain®”® apart from rotational disorder,
while CVD-synthesized graphene exhibits rotational
disorder**** but is nearly strain free.

Figure 1a provides a representative Raman image
30 x 30 um in size acquired with 532 nm light that
includes two separate grains of varying twist angle. For
the grain in the upper portion of Figure 1a, the G-mode
(~1600 cm™") intensity is similar to that of Bernal
stacked bilayer graphene, while the 2D (G')-mode
(~2700 cm™") is well described by a “monolayer-like”
single Lorentzian function having a width of less than
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25 cm™ (see spectrum N1 in Figure 1c). Given the

probe wavelength of 532 nm, these spectral character-
istics indicate a twist angle of >15° for this grain.3°~*’
Unique identification of the twist angle is not possible,
however, due to the effects of strain and carrier con-
centration on the Raman spectrum, as is addressed
subsequently. For easy differentiation, we term this the
nonresonant grain.

A much stronger G-mode intensity (~1600 cm™") is
observed for the grain in the lower right-hand corner of
Figure 1a, increasing by as much as 35 relative to that
of monolayer graphene. For the same location on the
sample, this large response is not seen when utilizing a
785 nm laser (see inset of Figure 1a). We therefore term
this the resonant grain. The large magnitude of the
G-mode response and its wavelength dependence
are a consequence of the electronic dispersion of
TBG where efficient pathways for light absorption are
created and constructive interference of the G-mode
Raman scattering processes>>*? occurs due to the
emergence of vHs. 830404143 gince the van Hove sin-
gularities move relative to the Dirac point as a function
of rotation angle, the processes of light absorption
necessary to induce a resonant Raman enhancement
of the G-mode are dependent upon the twist angle.
Therefore, a TBG grain resonant under one excitation
energy will not be resonant at another. From an
experimental standpoint, the Raman signal is en-
hanced when the energy of the incoming laser is
comparable to the energetic separation of the low-
energy vHs and is maximized when the energies are
equivalent. When interrogating with 532 nm radiation,
this resonance occurs for a critical angle of ©, ~
12.5°.%39 For rotations away from this critical angle,
the G-mode intensity varies as a Lorentzian function, as
discussed later.>

Beyond the observation of resonant and non-resonant
responses in this region, we note two additional fea-
tures in the Raman data. First, although resonance is
observed over the entirety of the resonant grain, the
intensity of the G-mode fluctuates by as much as a
factor of 10 within this area (compare spectra R1 and R2
in Figure 1¢). The histogram in Figure 1b reveals the
extent of these variations. Second, peak splitting of the
Raman modes occurs intermittently over the entirety
of the examined region regardless of grain (compare
spectra R3 and N2 of Figure 1d). This splitting indicates
that the under- and overlayer are unequally affected by
perturbations that modify the Raman response, such as
strain and carrier concentration.***> Notably, since the
G-mode resonance remains in spite of the splitting (see
spectrum R3 in Figure 1d), TBG retains its interlayer
coupling even in the presence of these perturbations.
Subsequently, we show that the G-mode intensity
variations are a consequence of the rotational disorder,
while the spectral splitting arises from inequivalent
straining of the under- and overlayer.
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Figure 1. (a) Raman G-mode intensity normalized relative to the intensity of a monolayer graphene acquired using 532 nm
incident radiation. Enhancement of the Raman signal is observed within a large grain in the lower right-hand corner termed
the resonant grain. (Inset) The same area probed with 785 nm light where the intensity over both grains is comparable to
Bernal stacked bilayer graphene. (b) Histogram of the G-mode intensity within the resonant grain. (c and d) Representative
spectra (532 nm) acquired within both the resonant (R) and nonresonant (N) grains acquired at locations denoted by the labels
in (a). Spectra are normalized relative to the strength of the second-order band of SiC at 1850 cm .

To better understand the variable Raman intensity
response within the resonant grain, variations in the
G-mode intensity were compared to AFM-derived
topography of the same resonant and nonresonant
grains analyzed in Figure 1. Figure 2 shows that
wrinkles and blisters are observed over the entirety
of the sampled region regardless of the grain.>*® These
features are attributed to residual debris present on
each graphene surface at the time of transfer, which
eventually coalesce to form the wrinkles and blisters
observed here and reported previously.>*® Not surpris-
ingly, where the wrinkles or blisters are present, the
resonant Raman response is removed since interlayer
separations of more than ~1 A decouple the layers.®
We also observe that the shape of the wrinkles
and blisters qualitatively match the boundaries of
“subgrains” that exhibit a more uniform Raman inten-
sity response (see arrows in Figure 2 inset). Since even
a few angstrom shift in one layer of TBG can change
the local stacking sequence, the distortion induced
by wrinkling and bubbling most likely induces varia-
tions in the local twist angle between the subgrains
that are defined by these features, as discussed in
detail later.

The presence and magnitude of local rotational
disorder was further examined using LEED mapping.
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LEED mapping quantifies the twist angle between the
over- and underlayer using the relative orientation of
each layers' first-order diffraction spots and thus pro-
vides a direct probe of azimuthal deviations. Angle
determination is accomplished by first quantifying
the intensity of the LEED image about an arc that
intersects each of the layers' first-order diffraction spots
(see Figure 3a). The relative orientation of the layers is
specified by fitting the intensity profile about the arc (red
dotted line in Figure 3a) and then comparing the angles
of the resulting intensity maxima (Figure 3e).

Figure 3 shows the results from a two-dimensional
LEED map of the TBG sample examined in Figure 1 and
Figure 2, though acquired at a different location on the
sample. The map was acquired by translating the
electron beam (0.5 um diameter) over a 100 x 40 um
area while acquiring a diffraction pattern every 2 um.
Figure 3b—d provides histograms of the orientations
of the (b) underlayer and (c) overlayer along with (d)
the extracted twist angle of a single TBG grain. Below
each histogram is the corresponding LEED map of the
orientations' spatial distribution (Figure 3f—h). Angular
variation in the local orientation is larger for the over-
layer as compared to the underlayer. While the angular
deviation of the underlayer (0.7° fwhm, Figure 3b) is
on par with the experimental uncertainty of the LEED
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Figure 2. (a) G-mode intensity with red box indicating region of AFM analysis. (Note: Raw intensity image is provided here to
enhance contrast.) (b) AFM false color image (derivative of topography) including both the resonant and nonresonant grains

in (a). Inset: AFM image overlaid atop intensity image.

. Underlayer

0.8

Frequency [AU]
°
@

0.2/

© Overlayer

Intensity [AU]

Underayerf| 7
A ‘

Angle 157 158 159

. Overlayer

=18
Twist Angle

Figure 3. (a) LEED pattern of TBG exhibiting a twist angle of —19°. First-order diffraction spots of the underlayer and overlayer
are highlighted by the green and purple circles, respectively. Quantification of the orientations occurs through analysis of the
intensity profile (e) along an arc (red dotted line) encompassing these spots. Orientations of the (b) underlayer and (c)
overlayer orientation along with the resulting (d) twist angles are shown via (b—d) histograms and (f—h) maps of their spatial
distributions. The black regions within the overlayer and twist angle maps correspond to a separate grain having a different

orientation.

measurement, the accompanying spread in the overlayer
orientation is over a factor of 2 larger (1.4° fwhm,
Figure 3c). The resulting extracted twist angle variation
(Figure 3d) is consequently determined by the over-
layer. We also point out the subtle structure in the twist
angle map (Figure 3h) that is qualitatively similar in size
and shape to the subgrains discussed earlier. All to-
gether, the LEED results indicate that (1) rotational
disorder on the order of up to ~2° exists within single
grains (Figure 3d) and that (2) this disorder is driven
primarily by variations within the overlayer.

To examine whether the intensity variations of the
resonant grain observed in Figure 1a are due to the
rotational disorder observed in Figure 3d or separate
extrinsic factors such as strain or doping, we convert
the normalized G-mode intensity (Ag t8c/AcmLc) tO an
equivalent angle and compare the results to the
measured variation in twist angle using LEED. Ag1pc/
AcmLa is known to follow a Lorentzian dependence as
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a function of twist angle given by>®

2

v
A®) = 0———— 1
(80) = o — ()

A, T8G
Ag, MLG

where A® = |® — O] is the absolute difference of the
twist angle from the critical angle we term the relative
twist angle, o is a scaling factor assumed to be the
intensity at the critical angle, and y is the half-width at
half-maximum taken to be 0.85° for 532 nm light.>
Using eq 1, the normalized G-mode intensity distribu-
tion (Figure 1b) is converted to a twist angle distribu-
tion within the resonant grain. The resulting histogram
is shown in Figure 4a, where the greater than 30-fold
differences in the G-mode intensity correspond to
rotational disorder having a magnitude of only 2°.
Additionally, we find that the average twist angle of
the resonant grain is ~1° away from the critical angle.
Because of the symmetry of the Lorentz function,
however, use of the G-mode intensity provides only
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Figure 4. (a) Comparison of rotational disorder derived from Raman spectroscopy and LEED analysis. The Raman-based
histogram is plotted as a function of magnitude away from the critical angle, ®.= 12.5°. LEED data are referenced to an angle
of ©; = —18° denoted by the dashed line in Figure 3d. (b) 2D-mode fwhm versus relative G-mode intensity where colors are
utilized to highlight three different ranges. The larger black markers correspond to the mean values within each color where a

fitted line to these values is utilized as a guide to the eye.

the magnitude away from the critical angle rather than
the twist angle itself.

For this reason, the 2D-mode fwhm is also utilized in
order to determine whether the average twist angle of
the entire resonant grain is larger, or smaller, than the
critical angle, ©. = 12.5°.*" Ideally, variations in the 2D-
mode's peak position and fwhm could augment the
intensity information to definitively stipulate the twist
angle on a per pixel basis.*' However, due to the finite
spectral resolution of the Raman system, the small
twist angle variation, and the complicating presence
of strain, twist angle determination was possible only
in an average sense over the entire resonant grain.
Figure 4b compares the 2D-mode fwhm to the normal-
ized G-mode intensity where on average the 2D-mode
fwhm trends with negative slope. Since increases in the
G-mode intensity correspond to angles closer to ©,
the negative trend indicates that pixels having an
angle nearer to ©_ have a smaller 2D-fwhm than those
further away. For angles close to the critical angle
(A® < 4°), theory*' and experiment®**“° have shown
that the 2D-mode fwhm decreases with increasing
twist angle. Taken together, this implies that pixels fur-
ther from ©. (i.e, those pixels with smaller G-mode
intensity) have a twist angle, ©, less than those closer
to the critical angle since their 2D-fwhm is larger. By
extension, the resonant grain has, therefore, an aver-
age twist angle less than ©.. When combined with
information obtained from the G-mode intensity, this
allows us to specify that the nominal twist angle of the
entire resonant grain is 11.5°.

Owing to the fact that only the magnitude away
from the critical angle can be determined on a per pixel
basis from eq 1, the LEED-derived twist angle histo-
gram (Figure 3d) was recast in order to compare with
the Raman measurements. This was accomplished by
transforming every LEED measured twist angle, ©, into
an absolute difference from an angle, ©, via the
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Figure 5. Histogram of variations away from the median
twist angle for selected subgrains aggregated for all the
black regions identified within the inset. Dotted line in inset
defines the boundary of the resonant grain.

relation A@* = |©® — @|. We define O, = u + & where
u = 19° is the mean twist angle of the grain probed
in Figure 3d and 6 = 1.1° is the mean value of the
Raman distribution given in Figure 4a. Similar results
are arrived at if 0 is chosen to be —1.1°. This choice of
d ensures that the center of the LEED distribution will
lie at ~1° like that of the Raman distribution, thereby
allowing for comparison of the angular variation about
this point. Overlaid atop one another in Figure 4a, the
variations in angle between the Raman- and LEED-
based measurements are very similar. As LEED mea-
sures the angle directly, this similarity supports the
deduction that variations in the Raman intensity are
due to rotational disorder.

Rotational disorder does not evolve in a continuous
manner across large-area grains. Rather, we find in-
dividual subgrains have virtually no measurable dis-
order within them but are rotated relative to one
another. To gain sufficient statistical certainty to make
this claim, we select a number of subgrains (inset of
Figure 5) that have a nominal twist angle within 0.4° of
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®, and quantify the difference between the relative
twist angle of an individual pixel, A®, to the median
relative twist angle, A@yeq, for that particular sub-
grain. The median relative twist angle is defined as the
median of all relative twist angles for an individual
subgrain. As shown in Figure 5, rotational disorder
within individual subgrains is on the order of only
0.17° (fwhm), a value that is on par with the uncertainty
of the Raman measurement. Near constancy of the
twist angle is consistent with observations of uniform
stacking between two graphene layers that has been
shown to persist over 100's of nanometers.>*” Like
the solitons observed by Alden et al,*’ the size of these
regions is limited by disorder and wrinkling, as shown
in Figure 2.

It is known that local strain variations can be relaxed
through wrinkling within a graphene layer.***° In the
TBG samples studied here, there is a measurable
difference in strain state between the epitaxial gra-
phene underlayer (>0.3% compressive strain) and
transferred CVD graphene overlayer (<0.05% compres-
sive strain). Additionally, AFM (Figure 2b) and Raman
(Figure 5) measurements suggest that wrinkles in the
overlayer define the boundaries of subgrains with
relatively uniform rotation. To further investigate the
relation between strain, wrinkling, and subgrains, we
extract both strain and carrier concentration in each
layer through analysis of the G- and 2D-mode peak
positions. 3> In short, each acquired spectrum was fit
to the sum of two Raman spectra of graphene—one for
the overlayer and one for the underlayer—to account
for the observed splitting of the modes (see Figure 1d).
Linewidths (fwhm) were assumed to be identical for
each of the layers but allowed to vary for each sepa-
rately acquired total spectrum. Additionally, the second-
order SiC signal was fit to ensure accuracy in the
determination of the G-mode peak position. Results
were grouped and assigned to a respective layer by
assuming that, of the two fitted peak positions for a
given mode, the one having the largest Raman shift
was associated with the underlayer (see peaks denoted
by triangles in spectrum N2 of Figure 1d).

Strain and carrier concentration are quantified by
assuming that the total shift in the G- and 2D-modes
peak positions is due to the superposition of the effects
of strain and carrier concentration according to

2
Awi = Y (A0, +AwS)) 2

ik
where Awjy is the shift of the kth mode (G or 2D) away
from its relaxed value of wf due to strain in the ith layer
and Aw;y is the change due to doping. For TBG, the
peak position of the G-mode is insensitive to twist
angle, allowing us to utilize the relaxed value of
monolayer graphene, w2 = 1582 cm ™ '.'3394! The peak
position of the 2D-mode, in contrast, is highly sensitive
to twist angle and blue-shifts relative to the relaxed
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monolayer value of wiy g = 2677 cm™' due to band
structure alterations irrespective of the presence of
strain and carrier concentration. For large twist angles
like that of the nonresonant grain Figure 1a, the
magnitude of the twist angle induced shift, denoted
Awrgg, is 6 cm~ ' under 532 nm illumination. Near
resonance, the magnitude of the shift is much larger,
reaching 15 cm™'3°"*" To calculate the strain and
carrier concentration, changes in the 2D peak positions
are thus quantified relative to these twist-induced
alterations. That is, w5p = wiLg + Awrgs, Where Awrgg
is60r 15 cm™" for the nonresonant and resonant grain,
respectively.

The strain contribution is estimated using the
Gruneisen parameters via

Awj = —2740R¢ (3)

where y, is the mode-dependent Gruneisen parameter
and ¢ is the strain. We assume Gruneisen parameters of
monolayer graphene corresponding to 2 and 2.8 for
the G- and 2D-mode, respectively.*> Previous theore-
tical predictions of the TBG Raman response have
similarly presumed that the phonon behavior is similar
to that of monolayer, in line with this assumption.*''
An empirical relationship linking the shift of each mode
with the carrier concentration** is utilized to quantify
the doping contribution, Aw§, which is assumed to be
p-type based on previous ARPES results of the same
sample."® Finally, eq 2 is solved for each of the modes
simultaneously allowing for the specification of both
strain and carrier concentration within each layer. On
the basis of this procedure, we estimate the difference
in Fermi energies between the two layers to be 57 meV,
a value similar to that measured on the same sample
using ARPES."®

The resulting images of the strain distribution
across the surface for both the under- and overlayer
are shown in Figure 6a and b, respectively. Note that
this is the same location of the sample as that of
Figure 1. Identification of the underlayer is based upon
similarities in the magnitude and morphology of the
strain to that of the original epitaxial monolayer before
transfer (Figure 6¢ inset). Measurable differences in the
magnitude of strain evolve between the two layers. In
certain locations, for example, strain in the underlayer
exceeds that of the overlayer by more than a factor of 3.
Effectively, the layers are to some extent mechanically
separate despite being, from an electronic perspective,
highly interacting owing to the persistence of the
G-mode resonance that is observed.

Complete transmission of strain between the layers
does not occur because of both weak out-of-plane van
der Waals bonding and the azimuthal misalignment of
the graphene planes. Twisting two graphene layers
relative to one another reduces the adhesion energy
between them'®and can give rise to superlubricity.>> >’
To transmit strain, however, strain energy “lost” to
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Figure 6. Strain distribution within the (a) underlayer and (b) overlayer along with a (c) histogram of these images. The inset of
(c) shows the strain distribution of this same sample before transfer. Note: Color scales are different for the under- and
overlayer in order to highlight variations across the respective surfaces.

deforming the two graphene lattices must be balanced
by a “gain” in their adhesion energy. In this case, the
adhesion energy to be gained is minimal, and so the
layers remain, to first order, mechanically independent.
Mechanical independence accompanied by significant
electronic interaction is a unique feature of 2D crystals
and, in contrast to other methods of thin-film synthesis
(e.g., physical vapor deposition, epitaxy) allows materi-
als with very different lattice constants to be combined
without the development of large strains. It should not
be concluded, however, that strain is incapable of
impacting the band structure of 2D crystals and, in
particular, TBG. Rather, for the magnitude observed here
(i.e., a maximum compressive strain of ~0.4%), its impact
is small. This is consistent with theory where a ~0.4%
strain alters the energies of the van Hove singularities
relative to the Dirac points by less than 1.5%,”® whereas
a 1° rotation alters these energies by ~10%.2

Finally, to explore correlations among strain, wrin-
kles defining the boundaries of the subgrains, and
rotational disorder, Figure 7 shows a composite image
of (i) the underlayer strain distribution of Figure 6a
overlaid atop, (ii) the G-mode intensity of Figure 1a
accompanied by the (jii) thresholded AFM topography
of Figure 2b. We first note that the magnitude of the
strain is not directly correlated to regions of either
higher or lower Raman intensity (see horizontal arrow
in Figure 7, Figure 6a, and Figure 1a), where relatively
uniform amounts of strain separate regions of high and
low Raman response. Thus, the magnitude of strain is
not directly correlated to the rotational disorder.

Strain gradients, on the other hand, do seem to be
associated with rotational disorder. Specifically, re-
gions having a large strain gradient frequently corre-
late to boundaries separating adjacent subgrains with
very different G-mode intensities (see vertical arrow in
Figure 7) and hence twist angle. Oftentimes, topogra-
phical wrinkles are co-located with these boundaries as
well. In light of these observations, we reiterate that
wrinkles form, at least in part, as a consequence of
interlayer contaminants that coalesce in response to
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Figure 7. Composite image of the thresholded AFM topo-
graphy (yellow), underlayer strain distribution (blue), and
the G-mode intensity (red). For the strain (blue) and G-mode
intensity (red), brighter colors correspond to larger magni-
tudes. Quantitative values are given in the scale bars of
Figure 6a and Figure 1a for the strain and G-mode intensity,
respectively.

being squeezed by the van der Waals forces between
each graphene layer.>*® Agglomeration of the con-
taminants will occur, therefore, in regions of lowest
interlayer interaction. In regions of high strain gradient,
meanwhile, the periodicity of the moiré is locally
disrupted, leading to a reduction of the interlayer
interaction. Wrinkles will therefore preferentially form
in these local minima of interlayer interaction that
arise due to the strain gradients. From the standpoint
of rotational disorder, the mechanical deformation
caused by wrinkling induces the overlayer to rotate
owing to the minimal amount of energy required to
move in such a way.>**” Rotation, in turn, causes
alterations in the band structure and thus the emer-
gent response of the material, as evidenced by the
changes in the G-mode intensity. Since the strain varia-
tions and wrinkling occur on a length scale of 1 um,
subgrains with near constant twist angle are observed
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only on these length scales even as the grain itself has a
size nearly 2 orders of magnitude larger.

CONCLUSION

The presence of rotational disorder within stacked
twisted bilayer graphene has been investigated using a
combination of Raman and LEED imaging. A single TBG
grain was observed to vary in its twist angle by ~2°,
which in turn induced variations of over 30 in the

METHODS

Twisted bilayer graphene was realized by transferring a
monolayer of CVD-derived graphene onto a monolayer of
epitaxially grown graphene. Synthesis of the CVD-based over-
layer and the epitaxial underlayer was accomplished using
established methodologies.®*'3%° Transfer of the overlayer
onto the underlayer took place using previously reported
processes by which poly(methyl methacrylate) (PMMA) stabi-
lizes the CVD-derived graphene (ie., the overlayer) as the
underlying copper is first removed.*® The PMMA/CVD graphene
stack is then transferred onto the epitaxial underlayer, and the
PMMA support film is eliminated using acetone.®*' Low-energy
electron microscopy is utilized to confirm that the transfer
results in bilayer graphene.3'%°

Raman spectroscopic measurements were performed with a
WiTec Alpha300R Raman imaging system using a 100x/0.9 NA
objective, resulting in beam diameters of ~500 nm when
utilizing the 532 nm laser and less than 1 um for 785 nm.
Spectra were acquired every 180 and 300 nm for the 532 and
785 nm cases, respectively. A 600 I/mm grating combined
with a slit width of 25 um provides a spectral dispersion of
2.7 cm™'/pixel and allows for subpixel fitting of the Raman
spectrum to within 0.5 cm™". Owing to the optical transpar-
ency and high thermal conductivity of the SiC substrate, 18 mW
of power could be utilized for the 532 nm investigations without
damaging the graphene, as evidenced by the lack of D-peakin all
acquired spectra (see Figure 1). By monitoring the G-mode peak
position as a function of laser power on an analogous sample of
epitaxial monolayer graphene, changes in the Raman spectrum
due to laser heating were found to be smaller than the spectral
resolution of the instrument for the conditions described above.
Laser heating, therefore, did not impact the measurements.
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